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At Center Line High School, 
Career & Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) isn’t just about 

preparing students for a job; it’s 
about opening doors, building 
confi dence, and shaping futures. 

Whether students pursue ca-
reers in skilled trades, public ser-
vice, or education, the hands-on 
experiences they gain in CTE pro-
vide them with invaluable skills. 
Here’s what students, alumni, 
and industry partners have to say 
about its impact.

Alicia Chase — Senior 
“While my future career goal is 

to become a corporate lawyer, CTE 
has given me more than I could 
have imagined. Through JROTC, 
law enforcement, EMT, and fi re-
fi ghting courses, I’ve gained lead-
ership skills, learned to stay calm 
in high-pressure situations, and 
developed teamwork abilities that 
will serve me well in law school 
and beyond. Earning certifica-
tions has also provided me with a 
way to pay for college and a strong 
backup plan. These programs give 
students confi dence, career ideas, 
and the motivation to chase their 
goals.”

Joe Schonter — Senior 
“Before I found my passion for 

welding, I was lost. I thought I 
wanted to be a forensic scientist, 
but I realized I wasn’t meant for 
a desk job; I needed hands-on 
work. When I discovered the weld-
ing program at CLHS, everything 
changed. It gave me direction, a 
strong work ethic, and a clear ca-
reer path. Now, I’m accepted into 
the welding program at Ohio Tech-
nical College and have dreams of 
becoming an industrial welder, all 
thanks to this class.”

Olivia Debczak — Alumni
“CTE is an incredible op-

portunity for students to gain 
hands-on experience and explore 

career paths before graduating. 
As a high school senior, the edu-
cational careers program helped 
me discover my passion for edu-
cation. That experience led me to 
pursue teaching, and I recently 
graduated from Wayne State Uni-
versity. Today, I’m a district sub-
stitute teacher at the same school 
where I was once an elementary 
student. CTE gave me the confi -
dence and real-world exposure to 
step into my career with a clear 
direction.”

Nick Laux — 
Industry partner

“Casadei Steel’s partnership 
with CTE has been incredibly 
rewarding. We’ve hosted stu-
dent tours, o� ered internships, 
donated materials, and hired 
multiple students into full-time 
positions. Watching students 
develop their skills and pas-
sion for the industry fuels our 
own workforce and boosts mo-
rale within our company. CTE 

isn’t just training students—it’s 
building the next generation of 
skilled professionals.”

From students discovering 
new passions to alumni fi nding 
success and industry partners 
hiring top talent, CTE at Cen-
ter Line High School is making 
a real impact. These programs 
equip students with the skills, 
confidence, and connections 
they need to succeed no matter 
where their paths lead.

Are you an industry profes-
sional interested in connect-
ing with one of our Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) 
classes? Whether through cur-
riculum support, internships, 
guest speaking, or other op-
portunities, your involve-
ment can help shape the fu-
ture workforce. To learn more, 
please contact Christine Ak-
roush Lovell at 
akroushc@clps.org.

VOICES OF CTE: REAL STORIES, REAL IMPACT

Fire� ghting students practicing forcible entry techniques essential for 
accessing locked buildings and homes.

Welding students develop skills in MIG, TIG, and STICK as 
part of their training.
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From student to substitute teacher a full circle journey back to where it 
all began.

CLHS graduates, now employed at Casadei, gained hands-on experience through CTE welding class and industry support.


